
Umpire II Exam 

Please select the best answer to each of the following questions. A passing grade is 70%. 

To take the exam, print out the .pdf file, then circle the letter next to each of your answers. When you are done, scan the 

test, save it as a file that includes your first and last name (e.g. chris_smith_exam.pdf), and e-mail the file to 

umpires@bedfordsoftball.com. If you prefer, you can mail the completed exam to: 

Bedford Girls Softball League 

Attn: Umpire exam 

1 Hardy Road #120 

Bedford, NH 03110. 

 

You can refer to any BGSL, Souhegan Valley, or Babe Ruth national documentation while 

completing this exam. Notes at the start of each question will direct you to where you 

can find information to help you get the right answer. 

 

1. (SV Rules) Ball size changes with age groups; what is the best summary of this rule: 

a. Intermediate uses a 10” ball; all other divisions use 12”. 

b. Intermediate and 12U minors use 11”; all others use 12” 

c. Intermediate is undefined; 12U minors is 11”; 12U majors is 13” 

d. 12U majors is 12”; all other divisions are 11” 

 

2. (SV Rules) Although the home team is responsible for setting up the pitching rubber, you as an umpire need to 

know the pitching distances for each division in case there is a question: 

a. 12U minors and majors are 40’; 16U is 43’ 

b. All divisions use 40’ 

c. 12U minors is 35’; majors and 16U are 40’ 

d. 12U minors is 30’; majors is 35’; 16U is 40’ 

 

3. (SV Rules) A 12U minors play begins with runners on first and second. On the first pitch, both runners steal after 

the ball has crossed the plate. The catcher throws to 3rd, but the ball goes into LF. The LF is in a good back-up 

position, and realizing that the ball is live, she throws to 2nd trying to get the other runner. This throw goes into 

RF, so the 3rd base coach sends the runner on 3rd home. The defensive coach argues that the runner on 3rd 

cannot steal home; the offensive coach argues that the ball was live on the overthrow so his runner is free to 

run. Who’s right and why? 

a. The offensive coach is right. As long as the ball is in the field of play, runners can advance on an 

overthrow. 

b. The defensive coach is right. Runners cannot score on an overthrow. 

c. The offensive coach is right. Runners can steal multiple bases on a defensive mistake. 

d. The defensive coach is right. Runners can only steal one base per pitch regardless of how many 

defensive mistakes there are. 

 

4. (Babe Ruth Sections 2 & 7) A batter hits to RF. As the batter approaches 1st, the 1st baseman is standing on the 

base, but the ball is still in the outfield grass. As the runner tries to round 1st and go to 2nd, she trips over the 

defender’s foot and falls down. The ball is throw to the 1st baseman, and the runner is tagged out. Your call is: 

a. Safe at 1st. The defender tripped the runner, so she should be allowed to return safely to the base. 

b. Safe at 2nd. The defender’s presence on the base without a possible play produced obstruction (physical 

contact) and the runner can advance safely to 2nd if you think she could have reached 2nd without that 

contact. 

c. Out. The defender can play her base, and any contact with the runner is incidental. 

d. Out. Because the runner rounded first and made a motion towards second, she can be tagged out. 



 

5. (Babe Ruth Section 2) A ball is hit bouncing down the 3rd base line, and is fielded by the 3rd baseman. At the time 

her glove contacts the ball it has bounced in fair territory, but is over foul territory when caught; both of the 

fielder’s feet are in fair territory. Fair or foul ball? 

a. Fair. The ball last contacted the playing surface in fair territory, so whether it is before or after the base it 

must be a fair ball. 

b. Fair. The fielder was in fair territory when she caught the ball. 

c. Foul. If the ball had made it past 3rd base, it seems as though it would have landed in foul territory. 

d. Foul. It was played while over foul territory before reaching the base. 

 

6. (Babe Ruth Section 5) With a runner on 1st, a batter hits a sharp grounder in between 1st and 2nd. The 2nd 

baseman moves into position in front of the ball, and the runner headed to second goes behind the fielder 

without touching her. The ball goes through the fielder’s feet without touching her glove, and strikes the 

baserunner on the foot. Is the runner safe or out? 

a. Safe. A baserunner hit with a batted ball is out, unless the ball has already passed a fielder who had the 

chance to make a play on it. 

b. Out. Because the 2nd baseman never actually made contact with the ball, the baserunner was the first to 

touch it. 

c. Safe. A runner cannot be called out for being hit with a batted ball if the umpire feels an error was made 

first. 

d. Out. The runner passing behind the fielder was distracting and is interference. 

 

7. (Babe Ruth Section 6) There is a runner on 1st, nobody out, and the count on the batter is 2 balls, 2 strikes. On 

the next pitch, the runner on first starts to steal after the ball has crossed home plate, and the batter swings. The 

pitch barely catches the bat, but then goes sharp and direct into the catcher’s glove, who holds onto the ball but 

cannot throw out the stealing runner at 2nd. What’s your call? 

a. The stealing runner must return to first and the count is still 2-and-2 because the batter hit a foul ball. 

b. The stealing runner can stay at 2nd and the batter is out because a foul tip that goes directly into the 

catcher’s glove and is held for a catch is a strike just as though the batter swung and missed. 

c. The batter is out because the catcher caught her foul pop-up, but the baserunner cannot steal and must 

return to 1st. 

d. The runner can stay at 2nd base after the steal, but the batter stays at bat with a 2-and-2 count. 

 

8. (Babe Ruth Section 8; Umpire II info doc) A 12U minors pitcher starts with two feet on the pitching rubber, but 

takes a step backward with her left foot before delivering the ball. Your call? 

a. The pitch is illegal and therefore automatically a ball; all base runners advance one base. 

b. The pitch is legal and can be ruled a ball or strike. 

c. Dead ball because of an illegal pitch; all runners advance one base. 

d. The pitch is ruled a ball or strike, but it is technically illegal. In between batters, go out to the pitcher and 

show her what she is doing wrong (include the coach too). Do not call an illegal pitch, but ask the pitcher 

to work on legal form. 

 

9. (Babe Ruther Section 6) A batter with jersey number 27 is in the batter’s box and the count is 2 balls, 1 strike. 

Suddenly, the defensive coach yells out “She’s batting out of order! Number 12 should be up! She’s out!”.You 

check with the offensive coach, and in fact #27 has gotten ahead of #12 in the order. How is this resolved? 

a. The offensive coach is right – a batter entering the batter’s box out of order is out. 

b. Player #12 has missed her chance to bat and will have to wait until next time around, but #27 gets to 

stay at bat. 

c. Player #27 continues her at bat, but is called out if she reaches on a hit. 

d. Nobody is out. Player #12 takes the place of Player #27 in the batter’s box, and the count stays 2 balls, 1 

strike. 

 



10. (Babe Ruth Section 7) With runners on 1st and 2nd, a batter hits a line drive towards 1st base. The 1st baseman 

cannot catch it on the fly, but scoops the ball up on the bounce then steps on first. The runner at 2nd base waits 

to see if the ball is caught, and when she sees that it isn’t she takes off for 3rd. The 1st baseman sees the runner 

on 2nd, and throws to her teammate at 3rd trying to get a double play. The ball is caught by the 3rd baseman with 

her foot on the base before the runner from 2nd gets there. That runner is: 

a. Safe. When the 1st baseman stepped on 1st base to get the batter out, the force on the two existing 

runners was removed. The 3rd baseman would have to tag the runner coming from 2nd for her to be out. 

b. Safe, but has to return to 2nd. The play should have been called an infield fly, and the runners should 

stay where they are. 

c. Out. The throw arrived at 3rd base before the runner, who was forced to go to 3rd because there was a 

runner behind her at 1st base. 

d. Out. The play should have been called an infield fly, but if runners advance on that play they can be 

called out on a force. 

11. (Babe Ruth Section 7) With a runner on 2nd, the ball is hit to the shortstop. The shortstop, who started the play in 

defensive position directly on the baseline between 2nd and 3rd, stays in position and is awaiting the ball when the 

runner on 2nd accidentally bumps into her and knocks the shortstop over. The runner continues to 3rd, and the 

batter reaches 1st safely. The defensive coach starts yelling for an interference call, which prompts the offensive 

coach to yell back that the shortstop was in the base path. How do you solve this? 

a. The batter is safe at 1st, and the runner is safe at 3rd. Any fielder who impedes the progress of a runner 

by being on the base or in the base path is called for obstruction. 

b. The runner going to 3rd is out for interference, and the batter is out because the interference was an 

intentional effort to break up a double play. 

c. The runner at 3rd is safe, but the batter is out at 1st because of interference; if not for the collision you 

feel the shortstop would have thrown out the batter at 1st.  

d. The runner going to 3rd is out for interference, but unless you feel it the contact was intentional the 

batter is safe at 1st.  

12. (Babe Ruth Section 7) A long hit to CF allows the batter to round second base before the ball is returned to the 

pitcher, who is standing in the pitching circle with the ball in her glove. The batter is not sure if she can make it 

to 3rd, so she crouches several feet off 2nd base rocking back and forth, trying to get the pitcher to make a throw 

to one base or the other. Your call? 

a. Because the runner is trying to finish base running on a good hit, she is entitled to taunt the defense into 

a throw before she decides whether to try for third or go back to second. 

b. The runner will be called out if she continues to 3rd because she will have interfered with the pitcher’s 

effort to resume the game. 

c. Given that the pitcher is in the circle with the ball and is not making any attempt on the runner, the 

runner’s stopping between bases results in a dead ball and she is called out. 

d. The defense is guilty of obstruction because by throwing to the pitcher instead of one of the bases it has 

acted to impede the progress of the runner, who now cannot decide whether to run or not. The runner 

should be given 3rd base. 


